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A. In General 


§ 31. Rendering decisions or opinions 


Topic Summary Correlation Table — References 


West's Key Number Digest 
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A.L.R. Library 


Disqualification of judge as affecting validity of decision in which other nondisqualified judges participated, 29 A.L.R.5th 


722 


A court speaks through its decisions, and not through its opinions. | In rendering a decision, the court determines the facts of 


the case and applies the law to those facts; however, in a case tried by a court with a jury, it is the exclusive province of the 


jury to find the facts, and the trial court's duty is to see that its functions are intelligently and justly performed.” In making their 


decisions, the courts are greatly influenced by judicial precedents.” 


Generally, appellate judges are free to write almost anything in their opinions regarding the decision of the case or the facts and 


law involved in the case; however, the discussion must be germane to the case at bar and the facts that are within the record of 


the case.’ The court's decision and its opinion can be announced at different times.” 


CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 


Cases: 


WESTLAW 


§ 31. Rendering decisions or opinions, 20 Am. Jur. 2d Courts § 31 


Unlike manifest weight of the evidence challenge to conviction resulting from jury verdict, which requires unanimous 
concurrence of all three appellate judges to reverse, manifest weight challenge to conviction resulting from bench trial requires 
only a majority concurrence to reverse. State v. Kister, 2014-Ohio-4596, 21 N.E.3d 610 (Ohio Ct. App. 4th Dist. Athens County 
2014). 
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1 Johnson v. White, 430 Mich. 47, 420 N.W.2d 87 (1988). 
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3 §§ 125 to 153. 
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